Providing Domestic Water for Brownsville, Challenge, Forbestown and Rackerby, and Irrigation Water for Dobbins and Oregon House
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FREE
N
O R RESIDENTIAL
T H Y U B A CHIPPER PROGRAM
Program toDISTRICT
Help You Create Defensible Space Around Your Property
WATER
The Yuba Watershed Protection and Fire Safe Council has
received grant funding to start a residential chipping program for the Yuba County foothills. The goal of this program is intended to help residents create defensible space
around occupied homes and reduce vegetation along access routes. The program is designed for residential use, no
business or commercial use and available to Yuba County
residents ONLY.
They will chip for up to 3 hours at no charge to the resident! Jobs longer than 3 hours may be the responsibility of
the owner.
A pile 50’ long, 3’ tall and approximately 8’ wide can typically be completed in this time. Piles not meeting the guidelines or containing materials not approved will be denied
service.
Visit yubafiresafe.org to complete the online application!

THINGS THAT CANNOT GO IN
YOUR PILES:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No one piece of material may weigh
more than 50 pounds, and no dozer or
tractor piles.
No nails, wire or any metal pieces!!
No roots or stumps
No Poison Oak
No spiny plants, roses or blackberries
No Scotch/French broom or gorse
No construction- type wood such as
fence posts or 2x4s
No rocks, dirt and mud
No rakings or piles of needles, leaves or
grass

FREE CHIPPER PROGRAM
SCHEDULING REQUIREMENTS:
•

•

•

•

The chipping service is known as a
drive by service. This means no specific
time or date will be given.
Your piles should be complete and
ready to chip when you submit this
request.
As long as program guidelines are met,
there is no need for a resident to be
home when piles are chipped.
Visit yubafiresafe.org to complete the
online application!
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NPIPING
O R T H YTHE
U B A FORBESTOWN
WATER DISTRICT

DITCH

A Win-Win for NYWD Domestic & Irrigation Customers

Originally dug in the 1860’s, when Abraham Lincoln
was President, the Forbestown Ditch is an unlined,
open canal, approximately 10 miles long.
First called the “Miner’s Ditch,” the Ditch and the
District have changed ownership and names several
times, and weathered numerous epic blowouts over
its 150 years. Historical photos of the “Miner’s Ditch”
are on the NYWD website, and an actual segment
of an old wooden flume, used to repair a breached
segment of the Ditch, is on display at the Forbestown
Museum (see photo to right).
The Forbestown Ditch conveys water to the NYWD
Treatment Pond, and is the sole source of drinking
water for approximately 3,100 residents of Brownsville, Challenge, Rackerby and Forbestown.
The benefits of piping the Forbestown Ditch are
numerous. It will:
•

Provide a reliable, safe source of drinking water.

•

Lower the possibility of breaches, like the those
experienced in 2017 and 2018 (see photo to
right).

•

Save a significant amount of water lost from
seepage and evaporation. Water losses average
35%!

1850’S

Portions of the
Forbestown
Ditch date back
to the 1850s
Gold Rush when
it was constructed to divert
water from the
Feather River
to gold mining
encampments
from high along
the western
slope of the
Sierra Nevada.

•

Increase the amount of water available for domestic and irrigation customers.

•

Eliminate a vast majority of dirt, trash and contamination from entering the treatment pond.

•

Secure NYWD water rights by satisfying the State
requirement our water is being put to beneficial
use and curtailing losses.

A Prop 1 grant for $500,000 was used to complete
the engineering phase in 2019, and reviewed by an
independent engineering firm through the Yuba
Water Agency. Engineering documents for the Forbestown Ditch are available on our website at www.
nywd.org/publications.

(Above) A blowout, breached section of the
Forbestown Ditch, January 2017.
(Below) that same section after piping and repair.

(Above) Plastic sheeting is currently used to stop water
seepage on some parts of the Forbestown Ditch.
(Below) A section of old wooden flume from the Ditch is
currently on display at the Forbestown Museum.

Ongoing misinformation and lawsuits by a handful
of irrigation customers have significantly delayed the
project.
NYWD thanks Yuba County Supervisor Randy Fletcher, the Yuba Water Agency, and the majority of our
board of directors for continuing to support this vital
project.
Please help us share the importance of piping the
Forbestown Ditch, and don’t hesitate to contact
NYWD if you have any questions.

An Early History of the Forbestown “Miner’s” Ditch
1865

The same year
Abraham
Lincoln was
assassinated, the
existing NYWD
Forbestown Ditch,
then called the
“Miner’s Ditch”
was constructed
in 1865 in
native soil.

1920’S

By the end of World
War I mining operations had faded away
and more and more
people began to move
into the Feather River
canyon and surrounding areas where the
water was then used
for agricultural and
domestic purposes.

1952

NYWD was
originally formed as
“Yuba County Water District” on June
30, 1952. Over the
decades, agreements
with neighboring
South Feather Water
& Power Authority,
then called “OrovilleWyandotte Irrigation
District” were reached
addressing water
rights and administration of the
Forbestown Ditch.

ALERT FOR DISTRICT RESIDENTS
Please be aware that negative detractors of the District operate under the anonymity of names like
North Yuba Water Alliance, Oregon House Dobbins Water Association, Yuba Vision and possibly
others. These informal groups are not affiliated with the District in any way.
We encourage you to contact the District or your elected representative if you have questions, or
need clarification about District policy, conduct or projects, (530) 675-2567 or email@nywd.org.

N
O R T H THE
Y URECORD
BA
SETTING
STRAIGHT
WATER
DISTRICT
Selling NYWD
Water
QUESTION: Does NYWD intend to sell water that could be used by
irrigation customers?
ANSWER: Absolutely not. NYWD does not have a water SUPPLY
issue, we have a water CONVEYANCE issue. If we could move
more water down the Forbestown Ditch, NYWD irrigation customers
could receive a more consistent irrigation season. If we could move
more water down the Ditch, irrigation customers could receive
water from the Ditch, diverted to Costa Creek, then to Dry Creek,
then to the irrigation ditches and to irrigation customers in Dobbins
& Oregon House. But because the Forbestown Ditch is an unpiped,
open ditch, only a certain amount of water, 22 cubic feet per second,
can be put down the Ditch before it spills over, or blows out. As water travels down the Ditch currently, an average of 35% of is lost to
seepage and evaporation, some goes to the NYWD treatment plant
and the remainder is obligated to South Feather Water & Power.
Nothing, or very little, is left to divert to irrigation customers. Water
is available, we just can’t get it to irrigation customers with the current system constraints and contractual obligations.
If the Forbestown Ditch was piped, it would eliminate the seepage
and evaporation, allow more water to be conveyed, and give ample
water for diversion to irrigation customers.
QUESTION: Does NYWD intend to sell water to Southern California?
ANSWER: No, but we must make a plan to put the District’s water to
beneficial use, or NYWD will lose their water right. For a long time,
NYWD has sold some of its additional water to Yuba City, but it does
not use all the water we have a right to.
We would love to complete the Forbestown Ditch piping project
and supply more water to our irrigation customers, but a handful
of irrigation customers continue to mislead the public and sue the
District to slow the Forbestown Ditch piping project.
NYWD recently contracted with an engineering firm to complete an
analysis of the potential water conserved under existing and proposed water conservation projects and review the potential opportunities to sell or exchange the water. This study should be ready for
the NYWD board of directors to review within a year.

NUPCOMING
ORTH YUBA
WATER
DISTRICT
MEETINGS
•

Regular Board Meeting August 27, 2021, 3:30pm

•

Regular Board Meeting September 24, 2021, 3:30pm

NCONTACT
O R T H Y INFO
UBA
WATER DISTRICT
DISTRICT OFFICE:
8691 LA PORTE ROAD
BROWNSVILLE, CA 95919

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM
TEL: (530) 675-2567
EMAIL@NYWD.ORG
WWW.NYWD.ORG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DIVISION 1 - DOUG NEILSON
VICE CHAIRMAN
DNEILSON@NYWD.ORG
DIVISION 2 - FRED MITCHELL
FMITCHELL@NYWD.ORG
DIVISION 3 - GARY HAWTHORNE
CHAIRMAN
GHAWTHORNE@NYWD.ORG
DIVISION 4 - GRETCHEN FLOHR
GFLOHR@NYWD.ORG
OR DIRDIV4NYWD@YAHOO.COM
DIVISION 5 - GINGER HUGHES
GHUGHES@NYWD.ORG

