Providing Domestic Water for Brownsville, Challenge, Forbestown
and Rackerby, and Irrigation Water for Dobbins and Oregon House
DECEMBER 2021 & JANUARY 2022
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Some misinformation has been circulating regarding water
transfers from North Yuba Water District to other locations.
Here’s an in-depth discussion on the issue. We want you to
be comfortable with what takes place within the District
and have a full understanding of why and how water transfers are useful.
In a nutshell, the District’s water originates from a combination of water stored in Little Grass Valley Reservoir and
water diverted from Lost Creek and Slate Creek. This water
is conveyed to a turnout called “SF-14” that is owned by
South Feather Water & Power (“South Feather”). It is then
diverted to the Forbestown Ditch for use at NYWD’s treatment plant and to fulfill contracts with South Feather, or
the water is diverted to the Woodleaf Penstock for sale or
power generation.

Why can NYWD sell water during a drought, and when
the District is not able to enter seasonal water contracts
along the irrigation ditches?
The key reason is that NYWD does not have a water supply
problem, we have a water conveyance problem.
Continued on page 3...

NYWD is divided into two main areas: domestic customers
in Brownsville, Challenge, Forbestown and Rackerby who
receive potable water that travels down the Forbestown
Ditch to our treatment plant; and seasonal agricultural customers in Oregon House and Dobbins.
Prior to 2010, these seasonal water contract customers
received diversions from the Forbestown Ditch, but due to
contractual changes with South Feather that took affect
in 2010, they are now served only in wet years, mainly by
diverting water from Dry Creek to the three branches of the
District’s irrigation ditches.

“

NYWD does not have a water
supply problem, we have a water
conveyance problem.

The Forbestown Ditch is a 10-mile, open, unlined, dirt ditch
with a maximum capacity of 22 cubic feet per second.
Photo courtesy of the Yuba Feather Museum.
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Brought to you by Yuba Watershed Protection and Fire Safe Council
The cooler weather may have shifted our attention from the summer’s extreme wildfire risk, but it’s never too early to be prepared
for next wildfire season.
Help your loved ones be prepared with these holiday gift ideas:
•

2022 Fire Safe Calendar*

•

Reflective Address Sign*

•

Recycled Tow Chain Covers*

•

Solar or Wind-up Emergency Radio

•

Head lamp

•

First Aid Kit

•

Auto Fire Extinguisher

•

Fireproof document bag

•

Cloud data storage subscription

•

Portable phone charger

•

Backpack full of Go-Bag essentials*

•

Defensible Space* tools: loppers, chainsaw, rake, leather gloves

•

IOU for defensible space work on your family/friend’s property

Above, reflective address sign;
Left, no-spark tow chain cover;
Below, an example of a Go-Bag
full of emergency essentials

*Sign-up or learn more at www.yubafiresafe.org.

Defensible space is divided into three zones: the Non-Combustible Zone first 5 feet around your home and deck,
the Lean, Clean & Green Zone five to 30 feet from all structures, and the Wildland Fuel Reduction Zone the next 30
to 300 feet from there.
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RECORD STRAIGHT (cont’d from cover)

All NYWD water that could be used for domestic and seasonal water contract customers must be conveyed through
the Forbestown Ditch. The current Ditch is a 10-mile, open,
unlined, dirt ditch with a maximum conveyance capacity of
22 cfs (cubic feet per second) at the top of the ditch. Trying
to put anything more than 22 cfs down the ditch would just
spill over, or worst case, blow out the ditch.
From the 22 cfs of water that starts at the top of the Forbestown Ditch, an average of 35% is lost to seepage and
evaporation (a much higher percentage is lost when the
Ditch is not fully wet), some goes to the NYWD treatment
plant for domestic customers, and the vast majority of
the remainder is obligated to South Feather. Since 2010,
nothing, or very little, is left to divert for seasonal water
contracts.
NYWD has the rights to additional water, we just can’t get it
to our seasonal water contract customers with the current
system constraints and contractual obligations.
If the Forbestown Ditch was piped, it would eliminate the
seepage and evaporation loss and allow additional capacity to be conveyed. Piping the Ditch would give NYWD the
ability to convey ample water down the Ditch, to divert to
seasonal water contracts.
Has NYWD sold water in the past?
Yes. Since 1965, NYWD has sold water to the City of Yuba
City, up to 4,500 acre-feet of water on a prescribed monthly
delivery schedule from April through October. In 2010, the
contract was extended to 2035.

“SF-14,” the start of the NYWD Forbestown Ditch

Is the sale of water vital to NYWD?

more reliable irrigation season.

Yes. In 2020, revenue from water sold was $381,240, accounting for almost 25% of NYWD’s total revenue. To put it
in comparison, the revenue received from water sales was
over $100,000 more than NYWD collected from all their domestic and seasonal water contract customers combined.

Piping the Ditch would give NYWD the ability to convey
ample water down the Ditch and allow us to divert water to
our irrigation ditches.

See NYWD “Audited Financials for 2019/2020” at
www.nywd.org/publications.
Since 2010 NYWD seasonal water contract customers
have not had consistent water delivery during the irrigation season, and sometimes no delivery at all. Is this
because NYWD is selling water to other locations?
Absolutely not. NYWD has sold water to the City of Yuba
City since 1965. So what changed in 2010? In 2010, an
amended contract with South Feather took affect that
made the loss of water (from seepage and evaporation)
along the Forbestown Ditch NYWD’s obligation, dramatically reducing the amount of water NYWD had access to divert
for seasonal water contracts. Prior to 2010, South Feather
was responsible for their own loss of water along the Ditch
and NYWD seasonal water contract customers had a much

If piping the Forbestown Ditch is the only way to return
seasonal water contract customers to a more consistent
season, what is the status of the project?
A Prop 1 grant for $500,000 was used to complete the engineering phase in 2019, and reviewed by an independent
engineering firm through the Yuba Water Agency. Engineering documents for the Forbestown Ditch are available
on our website at www.nywd.org/publications.
Ironically, ongoing misinformation and lawsuits by a handful of seasonal water contract customers have significantly
delayed the project.
NYWD thanks Yuba County Supervisor Randy Fletcher, the
Yuba Water Agency, and your NYWD board of directors for
continuing to support this vital project.
Please help us share the importance of piping the Forbestown Ditch, and don’t hesitate to contact NYWD if you
have any questions.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DIVISION 1 - DOUG
NEILSON
SAFETY
SPOTLIGHT
VICE CHAIRMAN

AnDNEILSON@NYWD.ORG
Update from Yuba County Sheriff, Wendell Anderson
DIVISION
2 - FRED
MITCHELL
We thank
Yuba County
Sheriff,
Wendell Anderson, for sharing theseFMITCHELL@NYWD.ORG
exciting safety updates with our customers and
residents:
DIVISION 3 - GARY HAWTHORNE
•

•

•

The Sheriff’sCHAIRMAN
Office is currently assessing the viabilGHAWTHORNE@NYWD.ORG
ity of License Plate Readers, “LPRs”, in Yuba County
(including4the
foothill region).
The company will be
DIVISION
- DONALD
FORGUSON
searching
for locations with Cellular service and that
DFORGUSON@NYWD.ORG
are conducive to LPRs. Prior to any agreements we will
DIVISION
- GINGER
HUGHES
likely
have a5Q&A
session
with our communities, to
GHUGHES@NYWD.ORG
answer questions and concerns.
The Sheriff’s Office has two newly allocated hill deputies positions and we are actively recruiting for new
deputies now. As soon as staffing permits, we plan
to assign those deputies to the hill beat. Once they
are hired and assigned, the staffing in the foothills
will be eight
deputies, plus
one sergeant.
Recruitment
is challenging right now,
but increased
staffing in the
foothills is being
addressed.

Security for upgrades to our radios. New equipment
has been ordered which will enhance communication
for our staff in the foothill region. As with everything
right now, supply is lagging behind and we are waiting for the equipment to arrive. We are excited that
the new equipment will be a much needed fix to a
long-term problem.
•

The Sheriff’s Office substation in Brownsville will be
undergoing some renovations soon. New carpet,
paint and equipment will be installed in the coming
months. The substation is located in the Fire Department and has not been updated for quite some time.

To contact the Yuba County Sheriff’s Office, call (530)
749-7777, or visit 720 Yuba Street in Marysville, Monday to
Friday, 8:00am to 4:30pm.

The Sheriff’s Office was awarded grant funding through the
Department
of Homeland

Last year, Yuba County Sheriff, Wendell Anderson, brought back the Cowboy hat to Yuba County Sheriff’s Department!

