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As you’ll read inside this edition, both the North Yuba Water 
District boundary and the internal Director division boundar-
ies are changing. 

We overlapped with Browns Valley Irrigation District and we 
have parcels in our District that they are serving. This overall 
boundary change will clean that up.

When you change your District boundary it automatically trig-
gers a re-look at the District divisions. They must be balanced 
again, and the updated data sent to the County for future 
elections.

I’m sure the usual conspiracy theorists will run wild, but this is 
a natural process for Districts and was prompted by the Coun-
ty’s independent commission that oversees District boundaries.

One thing that is staying the same -- I’ve been re-elected 
Chairman by the Board of Directors for another year. As the 
saying goes, “what doesn’t kill us, makes us stronger!” This 
position is a constant challenge, but I also firmly believe in the 
quote, “the only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that 
good people do nothing.” 

I will strive to continue to serve our District with transparency, 
honesty and hard work.

Sincerely,

Eric Hansard 
Chairman, North Yuba Water District

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE - 
Big Changes to Your District

FORBESTOWN DITCH
PIPING PROJECT UPDATE!
NORTH YUBA
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Exciting news! During the February 
27th Board Meeting, your board voted 
3-1 (Director Flohr voted no, Director 
Brown was absent) to go out to bid to 
pipe the Oroleve Ditch section of the 
Forbestown Ditch system. The bids will 
be presented at a future Board meeting.

Photos of Oroleve Ditch, including a plastic-lined 
section and a wooden-flumed section.

COVID-19 UPDATE: While our office is closed to the public, our Staff are available to assist with your needs. For 
customer service call (530) 675-2597, Monday-Friday, 7:30am to 4:00pm. You can also make payments by 

debit/credit card at www.nywd.org, or place your payments/applications in our mail slot to the right of the door.



PROPOSED BOUNDARY CHANGES
Updates to the Five Director Divisions
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During the February 27th Board of Directors meeting, the Board held a pub-
lic hearing to consider the proposed internal division map (shown below.) 

The Board will hold a second public hearing to finalize and adopt the map.

If approved, the change in division  
boundaries shall not affect the  
term of office of any current  
Director. See opposite  
page for more  
information.



SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 
FAQ’s About District & Director Boundary Changes

QUESTION: What prompted this change in the overall North Yuba Water District boundary?

ANSWER: In 2011, the Yuba County Local Agency Formation Commission, “LAFCO,” adjusted our 
North Yuba Water District sphere of influence to remove parcels 
that are actually being served by Browns Valley Irrigation District, 
“BVID.” We now need to adjust our boundary to formally remove 
these parcels.

QUESTION: What is LAFCO and why do they set our  
boundaries?

ANSWER: The creation of LAFCO was a legislative response to 
actions by local jurisdictions in the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Agen-
cies incorporated or annexed large, irregular portions of land in 
a manner resulting in irrational urban boundaries, unnecessary 
conversion of prime agricultural land and isolated populations 

without efficient services or with no services at all.  In 1963, the Legislature established a Local Agen-
cy Formation Commission in each county and delegated to them its regulatory authority over local 
agency boundary changes.

The establishment of Sphere of Influence Plans is perhaps the most important planning function given 
to LAFCOs by the state legislature. 

Yuba LAFCO handles all boundary changes in Yuba County. Learn more at www.yubalafco.org. 

QUESTION: Why are the Board of Directors districts being updated now also?

ANSWER: To comply with state law, following a district boundary change, we must adjust our interior 
divisions to balance the population in each division and create a list of voters for the County election 
office for use in future Director elections. 

QUESTION: If this map (see photo on opposite page) is adopted,  
how will it effect the current Board of Directors?

ANSWER: All Directors will complete their current term, regardless if 
they reside in the new district boundaries for their division number.

Division 1 Director, Doug Neilson, Division 4 Director, Gretchen 
Flohr, and Division 5 Director, Eric Hansard, will be eligible to run 
for their respective Division in the future because their primary  
residences are still within the District boundary.

Division 2 Director, Terry Brown, and Division 3 Director, Gary 
Hawthorne, will complete their term as normal, but their primary residences are not located in the new 
respective Division, so they will be unable to run for their same Division spot in the future. They will 
need to run for the new Division in which they reside.
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CONTACT INFONORTH YUBA
WATER DISTRICT

Questions? Clarifications?  
Ask your NYWD representative!

DOMESTIC DIVISIONS
DIVISION 1 - DOUG NEILSON

DNEILSON@NYWD.ORG

DIVISION 2 - TERRY BROWN
TBROWN@NYWD.ORG

DIVISION 5 - ERIC HANSARD
BOARD CHAIRMAN

EHANSARD@NYWD.ORG

IRRIGATION DIVISIONS
DIVISION 3 - GARY HAWTHORNE
GHAWTHORNE@NYWD.ORG

DIVISION 4 - GRETCHEN FLOHR
GFLOHR@NYWD.ORG

OR  DIRDIV4NYWD@YAHOO.COM

ALERT FOR DISTRICT CUSTOMERS
Please be aware that negative detractors of the District operate under the anonymity of names like 
North Yuba Water Alliance, Oregon House Dobbins Water Association, Yuba Vision and possibly 
others. These informal groups are not affiliated with the District in any way.  

We encourage you to contact the District or your elected representative if you have questions, or 
need clarification about District policy, conduct or projects, (530) 675-2567 or email@nywd.org.

NORTH YUBA
WATER DISTRICTELECTION OF OFFICERS

Congratulations to NYWD President, Eric Hansard, on your 
re-election to serve as our Board Chairman again, and to 
Director Doug Neilson on your election as Vice-Chair!

Both motions were passed by a majority vote of 3-1, with 
Director Flohr voting no to both and Director Brown being 
absent.

NORTH YUBA
WATER DISTRICTUPCOMING MEETINGS

•	 Regular Board Meeting - April 23, 2020

•	 Regular Board Meeting - May 28, 2020


